196                  THE HAJPUT  STATES   OF  INDIA.         [CHAP. Till.

Native States of India, says that the period of Mahomedan
empire in India, from 1206 to 1707 A.D*, is one of the longest
periods of foreign rule which any country has ever -witnessed.
Even if Colonel Malleson here meant rule by an alien dominant
race, the dominion of the Arabs in Spain was much longer; but
he can only mean that the imperial throne was for five hundred
years occupied in India by dynasties of foreign extraction, and
since almost every Asiatic empire is or has been in a like
condition, the casual reader would hardly have guessed him to
mean so little. That these dynasties maintained themselves by
force, is only an incident common to all tenures of extensive
rule in Asia.

The first step., therefore, toward understanding the consti-
tution of Native States in India is to keep in mind clearly that
they are in no sense nationalities, The second step is to
inaster the great difference in structure between different groups
of these States. Colonel Malleson's sketch of the Native
States (already cited) divides them into six geographical
groups. His work deals mainly with the history of the reigning
families, and with their external relations with the British
Government, not with the internal economy of the States them-
selves. So that no ordinary reader would suspect a radical
difference of constitution between the Maratha group and the
Rajput group, between the State ruled by Maharaja Sindia, for
instance, and the conterminous State of Jeypoor or Oodi-
poor. Any difference existing between the two States would
probably be assumed in England to mean this, that the
Maratha Prince ruled over Marathas, and the Rajput Chief
over Rajputs. But this would be all wrong; .for there are very
few Marathas in the dominion of Sindia, the Maratha Prince ;
while he probably has more Rajput subjects than the Bajput
Chief of Oodipoor, the oldest Rajput territory. The real
difference is-that Sindia is the representative of the single
family of a successful captain of armies who annexed in the
last century all the territory he could lay hands on, and whose
son finally encamped so long in one place that Ms camp grew
into his capital some sixty years ago; while the Rajput Chief
is the head of a elan wMcIx has for many centuries been lords